
 

March 24, 2020 
 
The Honorable Tom Wolf 
Office of the Governor 
508 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
RE: Request to recognize the Architecture, Engineering, and Construction Industries as Life 
Sustaining Business 

Dear Governor Wolf, 

As design professionals in the Commonwealth, architects and engineers are licensed to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the public. The COVID-19 pandemic has left us in unprecedented times 
with federal, state, and local governments left to make the toughest decisions regarding public 
health. We commend the swift action of your administration, and Secretary Rachel Levine, M.D. for 
the immense proactive leadership in mitigating the spread of COVID-19. We have strongly 
encouraged our membership to follow your orders and work remotely to the greatest extent possible. 
Our organizations are going above and beyond to ensure that our members have the proper tools to 
work remotely. 

Right now, in Pennsylvania, architects and engineers are responsible for construction projects that 
have an immediate impact on life safety and the ever-changing circumstances that are out of our 
control as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Some of the most immediate life-sustaining projects 
include healthcare design, design retrofit plans for facilities to assist our healthcare industry in the 
event of an overflow as was seen previously in other parts of the world, design and renovations for 
efficiencies of food distribution centers with the increased need for supplies, transportation centers, 
and other vital infrastructure necessary to avoid a complete shutdown of essential business and 
trade. In short, architects and engineers are doing critical functions in their everyday work to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public in this uncertain and unprecedented time.  

The classification of architecture and engineering as non-essential has resulted in the closure of 
architectural and engineering offices in the state at a time when this group could provide some 
valuable assistance in the determination of and planning for the facilities that will be essential in the 
ultimate resolution of this pandemic.  Architects and engineers are the only professionals that can 
provide the urgently needed assistance to initiate the conversation, modification, conversion, and/or 
construction of buildings to supplement Pennsylvania’s current stock of medical facilities. Architects 
and engineers are creative—they marry needs and assets to satisfy problems.   

Given the realities of the types of projects that are currently in the design and construction phase, 
our organizations believe that a complete halt to design and construction in the Commonwealth will 
create unintended consequences and contractual implications for not only the industry but 
potentially the healthcare system, our manufacturing and food distribution systems, the economy, 
and Pennsylvania’s infrastructure at large. Our organizations have members with projects in other 



 

states that are currently allowing construction to continue and they need to be able to proceed with 
their inter-state work here in Pennsylvania. In addition, when this crisis is under control we need to 
be able to seamlessly continue with shovel-ready jobs and design is an important precursor to that.  

Our ask is that you please keep Pennsylvania designing and building in this time of crisis and 
reclassify architecture, engineering, and construction as life sustaining businesses in the 
Commonwealth. The work of architects and engineers can be done safely in accordance with CDC 
and PA Department of Health guidelines to encourage social distancing and flatten the curve.  

We understand the significance of this health crisis and we fully respect and comply with all 
restrictions and guidelines. However, we respectfully ask that you allow our industry to continue 
to do the important work of supporting our front lines and caring for Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely, 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) Pennsylvania 

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Pennsylvania 

The Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 

 

 

 


