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Key Takeaways
Why Consider Fellowship?
	» Honors lifetime contributions to architecture and society
	» Earned by only about 3% of AIA members
	» Elevates visibility and celebrates achievement
	» Supports mentoring, grants, advocacy, and community impact

Resources / Links

•	 AIA Fellowship Overview + Examples

•	 Application

•	 Path to Fellowship

•	 Object Categories

•	 Disqualification Checklist

•	 AIAU Course (Free)

•	 College of Fellows Quarterly

•	 Session Video

Who is Eligible?
	» AIA Architects or Emeritus Members in good standing
	» Minimum 10 cumulative years as an AIA Architect Member
	» Nominated by a chapter board or 5 Fellows or 10 Architect 
members

What is a Fellowship Object and how to choose?
	» Fellowship is awarded in one of six Objects, each defining a 
category of achievement

	» Demonstrate distinction, impact, and a “ripple effect” within your 
chosen Object

	» Align contributions with diversity, sustainability, mentoring, and 
the AIA Framework for Design Excellence

What are the next steps?
	» Reflect on your career to identify your most impactful 
contributions

	» Choose the Object and sponsor that best highlight your 
strengths

	» Seek support from AIA resources and commit time for an 
iterative process

Upcoming State Representative Calls:

11.13.2025 Beyond the Brand 12.11.2025 End of Year Wrap Up

Demystifying AIA Fellowship
A Primer for Small Firm Practitioners

Alicia Belton, FAIA
Email | LinkedIn
Janet Bloomberg, FAIA
Email
Greg Ibañez, FAIA
Email | LinkedIn
Kate Schwennsen, FAIA
Email | LinkedIn

10.09.2025

https://communityhub.aia.org/communities/community-home?communitykey=5dccd29e-2089-48ae-8452-471d5068b76d
https://www.instagram.com/aia_sfx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5w20MyXzC6-88I3wbHfQDQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aia-sfx/?
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/awards/fellowship
https://www.aia.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/2026%20Fellowship%20Application%20Guidelines_Final.pdf
https://www.aia.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/PATH%20TO%20FELLOWSHIP%202025_Final.pdf
https://www.aia.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/Categories%20of%20Fellowship%202014-2025%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.aia.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/FAIA-DQ-checklist.pdf
https://aiau.aia.org/course/details/demystifying-the-faia-your-path-to-fellowship-2
https://issuu.com/aiacollegeoffellows
https://aia.zoom.us/rec/share/VJLO4nspMqVY25Izdm1T7mby7LIqtxfDlNFTPw6-cCN0V0jIHoYol8J5vwo1-g-X.zR1WNWP0xoMf836c
mailto:abelton%40udparchitects.com?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alicia-belton-faia-noma-5b0b1661/
mailto:janet%40kube-arch.com?subject=
mailto:greg%40ibanezshaw.com?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gregoryibanez/
mailto:kschwen%40clemson.edu?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kate-schwennsen-931283/

