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Point of Concern:
Value of the Profession

In a rapidly evolving world, the value of architects and similar professionals is often 
overlooked. Despite a diverse and impactful skill set, we’re frequently absent from 
key decision-making spaces—especially when it comes to shaping public policy. 
The scarcity of architects in public office means missed opportunities for vision-
driven leadership. Stronger, more thoughtful policy could emerge if architects had a 
seat at the table.



ArchElect

The ArchElect initiative aims to empower architects, emerging professionals, and 
allied experts to serve as civic leaders. Architects, with their multifaceted set of 
skills, are uniquely positioned to advocate for communities and shape policies that 
truly serve the public good. By stepping into public office, they can drive visionary 
change, creating a more thoughtful, sustainable, and thriving society that elevates 
the quality of life for all.

Mission & Vision



ArchElect

01
Pillar 1: Empowering the 
Professionals of Today

02
Pillar 2: Inspire the 
Professionals to Come

• Led by AIA PA Government Affairs 
Committee (GAC)

• Goals:
o Inspire architects and young 

professionals to become 
more civically engaged

o Educate members on Civics 
and show them the path 
towards running for office

o Support members as they 
become candidates running 
for office. 

• Joint collaboration between AIA PA 
GAC and Emerging Professionals 
Committee (EPiC)

• Goals:
o Engage with students and EPs 

to promote pathways towards 
civic engagement.

o Support professional 
development with a focus on 
Civic engagement.

o Create a pipeline of members 
for Pillar 1 initiatives. 



THE LEAD UP CAMPAIGNING SERVING

Pathways to Office
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THE LEAD UP

• Architect’s mindset → civic lens: My training taught 

me to balance vision, constraints, and stakeholders 

— skills that transfer directly to public service.

• Community roots: Longtime advocate in the 

Gateway Arts District, serving on nonprofit boards 

and leading placemaking initiatives.

• The pivot point: I saw how decisions made at the 

policy table often lacked design thinking or 

community perspective. That gap and encouragment 

from community members motivated me to run for 

office.

• Relatable entry point: I didn’t start with national 

ambitions — I started with wanting safer streets for 

kids, stronger arts investment, and more trust in local 

government.



The reality check: Campaigning meant knocking on doors after 

work, juggling childcare, and translating complex issues into plain 

language.

Core issues: Pedestrian safety, small-town infrastructure, racial 

justice, and protecting artists from displacement.

Architect’s advantage: I was used to facilitating across 

disciplines. That helped me listen, sketch solutions, and build 

consensus.

Message to the room: If I could step in with a young family, a 

full-time job, and no political pedigree, then it’s absolutely 

achievable for others too.

CAMPAIGNING



CAMPAIGNING



SERVING

• Councilmember, Town of Brentwood, MD (3x)

• Chair, Town of Brentwood Cable TV Authority

• President, Gateway Community Development 

Corporation

• Chair, Prince George’s County Municipal Association 

Legislative Committee (3x)

• Board Member, Anacostia Trails Heritage Area 

(ATHA)

• Associate Director, AIA Potomac Valley (Advocacy 

Committee)

• Member, County Universal Design Implementation 

Workgroup

• Member, County School Pedestrian Safety 

Workgroup



SERVING
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THE LEAD UP

Robert Tuñón
AIA, NOMA
Mayor, Borough of Etna
Principal, Rothschild Doyno Collaborative



SERVING

Major Contributions /Priorities:

Etna EcoDistrict
World’s First Certified EcoDistrict, 
planning for resilient and sustainable 
future

Etna Center for Community
$6 million renovation of historic 
building in heart of business district 
to become community library

Other:
Youth Programming
Housing & Comp. Plan
Complete Streets
Police Regionalization
Trail Connection



SERVING

Architect in Office:

People First
Listening deeply, service focused 
on individual and community 
needs.

Collaboration
Understanding how to lead 
together teams and draw from 
everyone’s strengths.

Vision to Implementation Turning 
big ideas into implementable 
projects and programs.

Sustainability
Embedding resilience, equity, and 
long-term thinking into 
governance.



Jeremiah Woodring
Ward 3 Commissioner, Board Vice-President 
Lower Merion Township, Pennsylvania



THE LEAD UP

Interests lead to Opportunities:

Advocating with the AIA through Architect’s Action Day 
& District Days

Joining your local party in order to connect with officials 
at rallies and fundraising event.

Being recognized locally for advocacy initiatives.



CAMPAIGNING

Impacts of Door Knocking:

Allocating several weekends to knock on doors and hold 
gatherings in residents’ houses. 

The need to make a presence. 

Bring friends or family when knocking on doors!



CAMPAIGNING

Impacts of Marketing Media & Social Media:

Ability to create enhanced graphics vs other campaigns

Developing strategies for target audiences



SERVING

Recognizing Community Leaders & Projects:

Construction of Senior Affordable Housing that consists of 
48 Units

Presenting awards for local impact on sustainability driven 
initiatives

Shining a light on the hard work of municipal advisory 
commissions



SERVING

Creating Township wide Priorities:

Revision of Traffic Calming Policy to broaden toolkit of 
strategies (#1 Ranked Priority of 40)

Re-Master Planning of Rock Hill Road Post-Industrial 
Corridor (#5 Ranked)

Study & Pursue LEED for Cities Certification (#23 ranked)



Senator Tim Kearney
State Senator, 26th Congressional District, 
Pennsylvania

Secretary Jacob R. Day
Secretary, Maryland Department of Housing 
and Community Development
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Secretary Jacob R. Day
Secretary, Maryland Department of Housing 
and Community Development



Messaging Workshop



Tailoring the Message

An Architect’s training can relate to concerns that 
constituents may have. Our ability to consult with many 
parties for the same purpose allows us to build a common 
ground for multiple perspectives. 

District Concern Architect’s Training

The Goal:

To Submit:



Next Steps:

Prior Year- January:

Campaign Launch

February - March:

Petition Papers

March-April:

Campaigning

November:

General Election

April-May:

Primary Election

May-November:

Campaigning



Next Steps:

Connect with a Mentor
Research Public Offices
Gather Resources
Campaign – Run for Office!

To Connect:



Resources
Party Specific Resources:

https://traindems.org/

https://leadershipinstitute.org/

Misc. 

https://www.isidewith.com/

General Information:

https://ballotpedia.org/Ballot_Access

https://www.vote.org/

Resources for women:

https://montgomerywomen.org/running-
for-office/ (Maryland)

https://pa.emergeamerica.org/ (Pennsylvania)

https://cawp.rutgers.edu/

https://traindems.org/
https://leadershipinstitute.org/
https://www.isidewith.com/
https://ballotpedia.org/Ballot_Access
https://www.vote.org/
https://montgomerywomen.org/running-for-office/
https://montgomerywomen.org/running-for-office/
https://montgomerywomen.org/running-for-office/
https://montgomerywomen.org/running-for-office/
https://montgomerywomen.org/running-for-office/
https://pa.emergeamerica.org/
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/


Marcus Monroe
marcusbmonroe@gmail.com

Robert Tuñón
robertt@rdcollab.com

Jeremiah Woodring
jeremiahmwoodring@gmail.com

To Submit: To Connect:

Q | A
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